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X Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 12, 1998 . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



month(s), or thirty days, whichever 



is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

XI Ctaim(s) / and 29-33 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 1 and 33 

□ Ciaim(s) 



X Claim(s) 29-32 

□ Ciaim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

X See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
X The drawing(s) filed on Feb 13, 1997 is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

X Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

X Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restriction 



1. Applicant's election of Group II, claims 29-32, in Paper No. 7 (dated 1/12/98) is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election 
without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because there are no arrows for indicating the signal 
flows of all elements of figure 9. Correction is required. 

3. Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in response to this 
Office Action. Any proposal by the applicant for amendment of the drawings to cure 
defects must consist of two parts: 

a) A separate letter to the Draftsman in accordance with MPEP § 608.02(r); and 

b) A print or pen-and-ink sketch showing changes in red ink in accordance with 
MPEP § 608.02(v). 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The filing of new formal drawings to correct the noted 
defect may be deferred until the application is allowed by the examiner, but the print 



• 
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or pen-and-ink sketch with proposed corrections shown in red ink is required in 
response to this Office Action, and may not be deferred. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



5. Claims 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by O'Neill 
et al (4,839,656). 

As shown in figures 1-2 and 10, O'Neill teaches a communication system 
comprising interrogator (GS, S1 , S2) and receiver systems (T) wherein the receiver system 
receives the interrogated spread spectrum signal and transmits a return signal back to the 
interrogator. See also column 4, lines 21-34; column 5, lines 11-26 and column 10, line 
43 to column 16, line 50. 



States. 



6. Claims 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Wagner et al (5,157,408). See figures 1-3 and column 2, line 29 to column 9, line 68. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. References Briskman (5,036,523), Ayasli et al (5,796,362), Lindell 
(5,453,748) and Guthrie et al (5,745,037) are cited because they are pertinent to the 
interrogating communication system. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 



(703) 308-5403, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Don Vo, whose telephone number is (703) 305-4885. The Examiner can 
normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. The examiner can also be reached 
on alternate Monday. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900. 




August 25, 1998 



DON N.V0 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



